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and loom and every kind of indigenous manufacture. All roads
lead to the Khatmandu bazaars, and they are thronged from
early dawn with a motley collection of men, women and
children, making for the area allotted to the sale of particular
articles. It is a bright and animated crowd that greets you, all
classes from the rich and affluent merchant to the beggar who
clamours for alms amid the din of buying and selling.
"In the schools realism can be studied with effect. They, in
common with most of the buildings, conform to the prevailing
essential idea of house construction; the same architectural
plan is followed that gives it the appearance of a moral law
revealed from heaven, and handed down through all the ages
for the architectural guidance of the people.
"The children sing whatever is set them for study, for the
Oriental treasures the theory that knowledge comes through
the ears rather than by the eyes, so that progress towards
classical honours is in direct proportion to the vocal capacity
of the student.
"Of the trades and professions that one sees in the streets,
perhaps the most lucrative are fortune-telling and letter-
writing. The fortune-teller is in constant evidence in the bazaar
while the professional letter-writer is quite an institution. He
sits cross-legged with pen and paper spread out upon his knees,
clients gather round him and narrate the text of documents,
petitions, and letters, and the scribe commits it all to writing.
Education being still at a low ebb the professional amanuensis
comes into his own on bazaar days, when the terms of a bargain
have to be recorded and deeds of sale drawn up.
"Sometimes you may see what corresponds to a tea-shop, in
England where the patrons sit on a floor of beaten mud. The
vendor of cakes and sweetmeats is there to supplement the
liquids, and he takes the coin in payment, using his mouth as a
purse. It is all very inspiring and gives an idea of how the other
half lives.
"There is a distinct air of cheeriness and goodwill in a Nepalese
bazaar crowd; the majority of them toil hard, raising scanty
161

